Purpose: Urgent diagnosis and treatment of the septic arthritis is required. The purpose of this study is to review to correlate preoperative MRI findings with arthroscopic findings in septic arthritis of the glenohumeral joint. Materials and Methods: Eleven patients with acute septic arthritis of the glenohumeral joint were treated with combination of arthroscopic lavage, debridement, and systemic antibiotics. The arthroscopic staging of infection was made based on the modified criteria of Gächter and five major findings of MRI were marked in each stage of septic shoulder.
. The arthroscopic staging of infection by modified Gächter s criteria 13) Stage
Arthroscopic finding I Opacity of fluid, redness of the synovial membrane, possible petechial bleeding, no radiological alterations II Severe inflammation, fibrinous deposition, pus, no radiological alterations III Thickening of the synovial membrane, compartment formation ( sponge-like arthroscopic view), cartilage erosion, no radiological alterations IV Aggressive pannus with infiltration of the cartilage, undermining the cartilage, radiological signs of subchondral osteolysis, possible osseous erosions and cysts A B
